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Thank you, Mr. Martin. Respectable Vice Minister Teng Jiacai, 

colleagues from regulatory agencies and international organizations, 

friends from research institutes, food industry and media, ladies and 

gentlemen: 

Good morning.  

It’s a great pleasure to meet with you in Beijing, China and have 

dialogues and discussion around the topic “food safety and global 

governance”. Today, we will exchange views about the situation and 

challenges of food regulation, discuss about the trend and outlook of food 

safety governance, look forward to the establishment of closer and more 

efficient international policy coordination and collaboration  

There is an old saying in China, “Food is the paramount necessity of 

the people”. Therefore, food safety is of paramount importance to us. 

Along with the international economic integration and food industry 

globalization, there is a steady annual growth in terms of food circulation 

and trading volume around the globe. From the year 2004 to 2013, the 

global food trading volume increased from 1.3 trillion tons to 3 trillion 

tons. Moreover, the food supply chain has become more complex; from 

the field to the table, each stage is more closely linked to each other than 

ever; the public has growing attention for food safety; each country’s 

food safety regulatory agencies have taken greater responsibilities. In 

recent years, food safety incidents such as "horsemeat wave", "poison 

cucumber contaminated by the intestinal hemorrhagic Escherichia coli 

(EHEC) ", "melamine in milk powder" and etc. continually confirm the 
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trend that "food safety is without national borders" 

China is becoming the largest food producer and consumer around 

the world. The food trade volume has increased 260% in the past 10 years, 

twice the global average increase. On the one hand, China needs more 

food resources from the world; on the other hand, China is exporting 

more and more food products to other countries. The Chinese government 

attaches great importance to food safety, in recent years, China's food 

security situation remained stable upward. The global food security index 

report from the British Economist Intelligence Unit in 2014 showed that 

China ranked 42 in 109 countries in the world, which is the upper level in 

developing countries. As the largest developing country, China is willing 

to work with the world to make greater efforts to maintain global food 

safety. 

Facing complex and changing situation of global food safety 

regulation, we need to be sober-minded about the fact that, still there is 

room for improvement in this governing framework. 

Firstly of all, with respect to the information sharing mechanism in 

food safety, although we started to establish some information 

communication and reporting mechanism, the channels for information 

exchange are still not smooth enough, In particular, the information 

sharing between regulatory authorities is not efficient enough. Therefore, 

each national regulatory agency should consider about setting up smooth 

information sharing mechanism for food safety emergencies as soon as 

possible under the support of international organizations, so as to 

coordinate activities and properly deal with such situations.  

Secondly, with regard to the implementation of international food 

safety standard system, the CAC (Codex Alimentarius Commission) 

provides important reference for consumers, food producers and 

processors, national food safety regulatory agencies and international 
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food traders around the globe. However, since the economic development 

levels are different in different countries, so are the knowledge and 

regulations on food quality, safety and standards, this often results in 

dispute in international food trade and exchanges.  

Thirdly, with regard to regulation convergence and accountability 

mechanism for food safety supervision, although strict laws and 

regulations are gradually introduced in countries to crack down food 

safety crimes, there is still grey areas between the legal systems in 

different countries, which provides areas for food safety crime. The 

global food supply chain extends internationally with inseparable links，It 

is necessary to strengthen the international judicial assistance to built a  

legal cohesion mechanism and emergency responsibility traceability 

mechanism.  

We all live together in the global village, cooperation, development 

and safety are the common goals that we pursue. China Food and Drug 

Administration always adheres to the three international cooperation 

principles, i.e. "win-win cooperation", "balanced development" and 

"common safety"，and actively participates in the cooperation and 

exchanges with relevant international organizations and national 

regulatory agencies. 

CFDA has close cooperation with numbers of international 

organizations，and so does the food safety regulatory agencies in bilateral 

countries. This initially established the effective information 

communication and regulations exchange mechanism, and we are striving 

to shoulder the responsibilities. 

We also know the significance of global food safety. We have been 

advocating the concept of sustainable development and global 

governance，seeking the common interest, encouraging the solution for 
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common problems faced by countries through dialogue and consultation, 

so as to ensure the food safety for  people around the world. 

Today, here in Beijing, together with the international regulatory 

counterparts, experts in international organizations and academic 

institutions, and the food industry representatives, CFDA would like to 

invite everybody to share experiences and views in food safety 

management, and to discuss about the future steps. 

Firstly，at the global level, In addition to the development and 

utilization of the existing cooperation mechanisms, we could consider to 

establish a regular meeting mechanism for senior regulatory officials, to 

further improve the international food safety information exchange 

mechanism; exchange regulatory information and regulation system 

andto share regulatory cooperation experience.   

Secondly, between developed countries and developing countries, 

we propose to set up an effective cooperation mechanism under the 

support and leadership of international organizations. Starting from basic 

capacity building and standard promotion, it will help developing 

countries strengthen food safety awareness, implement food safety 

standards, and support the healthy development of the industry. 

Thirdly, among all stakeholders that pay high attention to China’s 

food safety issues, in order to make more reasonable allocation and use of 

resources, we could consider to set up a consultation and dialogue 

mechanism, in which the government puts forward the demand of the 

policy research and capacity building, international organizations and 

academic institutions provide professional technology and knowledge 

support, donors provide the funding guarantee, industry should 

understand the compliance trend, and to integrate limited resources and to 

invest on the priority areas of the whole social governance. 

All of these activities are inseparable from the support and 
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commitment of everybody here. I also hope that these ideas could 

encourage everybody to come forward with your valuable contributions.  

Thank you for your attention!  

 


